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By day, Edward T. Dodson is a senior vice president/corporate
controller for LabCorp, with a plate that’s clearly full: LabCorp had
annual revenues in 2003 of $2.9 billion, more than 23,000 employ-
ees nationwide and more than 220,000 clients.

But by night and on weekends, he leaves behind the world of
investor conferences and Standard & Poor’s in favor of lost love and
Scruggs and Monroe—setting aside his calculator and strapping on
a vintage 1936 Martin D-18 mahogany six-string.

With fellow musicians on banjo, mandolin and bass, Dodson the
corporate executive steps up to the microphone—and into his other
life as ‘Dodson the front man’ for Wood & Steel, a Triad-based blue-
grass band.

For Dodson, making the transition from being the chief accountant for a company
that does clinical diagnostic testing for millions of people nationwide to a bluegrass
musician who appears in front of hundreds is a welcome change.

“It’s really a beautiful way to relieve stress,” Dodson says. “When you're playing,
you get in the zone. You're not thinking about business, you’re not thinking about your
personal life. You're just thinking about the sound you're creating, totally focusing on
the music.”

Dodson’s recent music career has run on a parallel track to his career as an accoun-
tant—once he got there. Dodson dreamed of being a rock-and-roll guitarist and actually
did something about it by taking extended time off before and during college to pursue a
career as a rock-and-roll musician in Atlanta and New York.
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